DEFENDS
	D
	Decide on goals and theme. 

	
	DECIDE who will read this and what you hope will happen when they do. 

	
	DECIDE what kind of information you need to communicate. 

	
	DECIDE what your theme will be about. 

	
	NOTE the theme on your planning form.  

	E
	Estimate the main ideas and details.

	
	Think of at least two main ideas that will explain your theme.  

	
	Make sure the main ideas are different.  

	
	Note the main ideas on your planning form.  

	
	Note at least three details that can be used to explain each main idea. 

	F
	Figure the best order of main ideas and details. 

	
	Decide which main idea to write about first, second, etc. and note it on the planning form.  

	
	For each main idea, note the best order for presenting the details on the planning form.  

	
	Make sure the orders are logical.  

	E
	Express the theme in the first sentence. 

	
	The first sentence of your essay should state what the essay is about.  

	
	

	
	

	N
	Note each main idea and supporting point. 

	
	Note your first main idea using a complete sentence; explain this main idea using the details you ordered earlier.  

	
	Tell yourself positive statements about your writing and tell yourself to write more. 

	
	Repeat for each of the other main ideas.  

	D
	Drive home the message in the last sentence. 

	
	Restate what your theme was about in the last sentence. 

	
	Make sure you use wording different than in the first sentence. 

	
	

	S
	Search for errors and correct. 

	
	Look for different kinds of errors in your essay and correct them.  

	
	

	
	


