	INTERVENTION STRATEGY:    
Share the Pen – Interactive Writing


	Brief Description:  Interactive Writing was developed by Ohio State University educators as part of an early literacy program aimed at providing rich experiences for young children, particularly those who are at risk.  Students choose or are given an activity they’ve shared, such as a field trip, as a topic to write about.  They and the teacher “share the pen” in recording the “story.”  As the teacher guides the class, the piece of writing is read and reread as each new word is added.  

	Materials Needed:   Something to write with and paper to write on.

	Implementation:  This strategy can be implemented in groups.  It can be facilitated by a teacher, paraprofessional or adult volunteer.  
1. The teacher may either give the students a topic to write about, such as a recent fieldtrip, or the teacher may facilitate a discussion about a shared group experience they can write about.  
2. Once a topic is selected, the teacher should facilitate a discussion about the experience from beginning to end. 

3. Once it has been discussed, the teacher should select or ask for a volunteer to begin the story that will be written down.  The pencil and paper should be given to that person.  

4. As the child writes the first sentence or part of the sentence, the teacher should focus the student’s attention on the conventions of print: capital letters, spacing between words, left to right and top to bottom directionality as well as punctuation.  

5. While giving the pen to specific children at points in the transcribing process, the teacher involves children not only in composing the text but also in producing the written artifact.  
6. As the teacher guides the class, the piece of writing is read and reread as each new sentence or part of a sentence is added.  

	Schedule for implementation:  This strategy can be carried out anywhere from weekly to monthly.  Depending on how long it takes the group to generate and write a story, the teacher may wish to break one story up into a few sessions.  Progress monitoring may be done either weekly or biweekly using CBM. 

	Variations:  Children at the earliest level may just be asked to provide the initial sound or ending sound from a choice of letter tiles when given a portion of the word.  When the child has mastered phonetic spelling, this strategy may also be used to spell non-phonetically spelled words.  Children may be asked to copy the words they spell on cards.  See “Making and Writing Words” by T. Rasinski on http://www.readingonline.org/articles/words/rasinski.html#intro. Children may also be asked to spell longer words after they master consonant-vowel-consonant words.  

	Research Summary & References: 
The following books and references may be consulted to learn the essentials and variations of this strategy: 

Pinnell, G.S., & McCarrier, A. (1994). Interactive writing: A transition tool for                          assisting children in learning to read and write. In E. Hiebert & B. Taylor (Eds), Getting reading right from the start: Effective early literacy interventions (pp. 149-170). Needham, MA: Allyn & Bacon.
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