	INTERVENTION STRATEGY:    
Repeated Writing


	Brief Description:  Research on the writing of young children suggests that repeated writing is a naturally occurring phenomenon that stimulates development of writing fluency.  This strategy provides multiple opportunities for students to write on the same topic without imposing the constraints of the previous draft.    

	Materials Needed:   Each student will need a piece of paper and something to write with.  In the TOOLS section of this CD under Repeated Writing are located the following handouts: “Three Steps for Writing Better Paragraphs” and “Composition Score Sheet.”

	Implementation:  This strategy can be implemented individually or in any size group.  It can be facilitated by a teacher, paraprofessional or adult volunteer.  
1. Give each student a piece of lined paper and something to write with.  
2. On the first day, tell students that each day this week they will be working on their writing skills.  They will receive directions from you, then they will be given a topic to write about for a period of 20 minutes.  

3.  Provide the students with a broad topic/scenario.  Tell them to write as much as they can about it.  They may wish to write about something that happened to someone else or something that happened to them (depending on the topic).  They may wish to write a true story or a make-believe story.  They will be told when there are two minutes left to write and papers will be collected after that time.  The same topic will be used throughout the week although the content of the story may vary from day to day.   
On the second day, students will be given the handout “Three Steps for Writing Better Paragraphs.”  
1. You will go over the handout with them.  

2. You will then tell them that each of them will have a chance to say the three steps when you point to them.  Tell them to say the steps in order as quickly as they can.  After everyone has had a turn, you will call on someone to explain one of the steps.  If they can’t remember, it’s okay to look at the handout.  (Make this fast-paced and fun! Everyone should be called on at least once; do it for two to five minutes.  Groups may be together or separated for this activity, depending on the size of the group and student attention and behavior).  

3. You will then provide the students with the same broad topic/scenario you gave the first day.  Tell them they have 20 minutes to write about it.  

4. Remind students when they have only two minutes left to write, then collect papers at the end of that time.  

5. Before the next session, you will complete a “Composition Score Sheet” on each student’s composition.  

On days three and four, you will go over the handout “Three Steps for Writing Better Paragraphs” again, giving examples and talking in greater detail about the steps.  
1. Tell them that they will each have a chance to say the three steps when they are pointed to.  Tell them to say the steps as quickly as they can.  After everyone has had a turn, you will call on someone to explain one of the steps.  If they can’t remember, it’s okay to look at the handout.  

2. Pass out yesterday’s compositions and composition score sheets.  Review the notes.  Review individual comments while students wait to discuss the topic.  

3. Before they start writing, collect the previous day’s compositions.  

4. Go over the topic/scenario.  Tell them they will have the chance to write another composition even better than the last one, by using the cues they have learned or by making it longer.  Tell them to try to improve their paper in as many ways as they can.  They will be told when they have two minutes left to write.  

5. Collect their papers.  

On day five, tell students to pay close attention when you go over “Three Steps for Writing Better Paragraphs” because when it’s over, you will quiz them individually on the steps.  Also, they will not be allowed to use the handout when they write.  
1. Go over the handout with the group.  

2. Pass out composition score sheets for students to review while they wait to be individually quizzed.  

3. Go around and individually quiz students: ask each person to tell what the three steps are, then ask what they must remember about each step.  Check off their names if they are correct; record any errors.  

4. Collect the previous day’s compositions.  

5. Go over the topic/scenario with the group.  Tell students that this will be their last chance to improve the composition they’ve been revising by using the cues they’ve learned or by making it longer.  Tell them to try to improve their paper in as many ways as they can.  Tell them you will base your final evaluation of their work this week on the paper they turn in today, so please do their best.  

6. Tell them when there are two minutes left to write.  

7. Collect papers.  

8. Grade papers.  This topic/scenario is finished.  

	Schedule for implementation:  This strategy may be implemented over the course of one week for 20 minutes per day using the same topic.  

	Research Summary & References: 
Although the notion of repeated writing has not been investigated in written language methodology, it has been demonstrated to be effective in reading. The following resource provides more information on this topic.  

Harriman, N.E., & Gajar, A.H. (1986-07-20) The Effects of Repeated Writing and Repeated Revision Strategies on Composing Fluency of Learning Disabled Adolescents. Final Report. Office of Educational Research and Improvement (ED), Washington, DC. www.eric.ed.gov/ERICWebPortal/recordDetail?accno=ED290312 

	Tools/Attachments:  Repeated Writing: Three Steps for Writing Better Paragraphs, Repeated Writing: Composition Score Sheet
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