	INTERVENTION STRATEGY:    

POWER



	Brief Description:  This is a comprehensive procedure designed to explicitly teach the stages of the writing process.  The process is based on cognitive strategy instruction, and involves four phases: text analysis, modeling the writing process, guided student practice in composition, and independent writing.  Curriculum centers on set of “think sheets” using the acronym POWER: Plan, Organize, Write, Edit, and Revise.  Teachers model the inner dialogue that competent writers use during the writing process.

	Materials Needed:   “Think Sheets” and “Pattern Guides” used in every step of the writing process. 

	Implementation:  

Planning Stage: students complete a “Think Sheet” to focus on:

· “For whom am I writing?” 

· “Why am I writing this?”  

· Brainstorm background knowledge 

Organizing Stage: Students complete a pattern guide, or graphic organizer, to help them organize their ideas. There are a number of pattern guides to choose from including:

· Story: includes the key story elements of Who?, When?, Where?, What happened?, and How did it end?

· Compare/contrast: includes information about the topics being compared, the characteristics on which the topics are compared, and how the topics are alike and different

· Explanation: includes the steps for completing a process

· Problem/solution: identifies the problem, explains the cause of the problem, and states the solution 

Writing Stage: Students complete a first draft. Depending on the needs of the students, the teacher may demonstrate how to use the information from the planning and organizing stages to complete the draft. The “think aloud” technique is helpful in this stage to verbalize your thought process. To provide support for initial writing, students may work in groups or pairs until they are ready to write on their own. 

Editing Stage: Students self-evaluate and peer edit in this stage. 

· Self-evaluation: students reread and evaluate their drafts, starring sections of the assignment that they like best and putting question marks in the margins by the unclear parts. The students then think of two questions to ask peer editors. 

· Peer editing: the writer reads his draft to the peer editor, who listens and summarizes the assignment. Suggestions are then shared with the writer, and together they brainstorm ways to improve the assignment. Editing guides and scoring rubrics are helpful.

Revising Stage: During the final stage, students incorporate changes and improvements as they rewrite their assignments.

	Schedule for implementation:  During research on this method, students received five months of instruction, with regular writing instruction that included opportunities to compose texts two to three times per week.

	Research Summary & References: 

This strategy has been shown to be equally effective for both special and general education students.  The following references may be consulted for additional information on this strategy: 

Baker, S., Gersten, R., & Graham, S. (2003). Teaching expressive writing to students with learning disabilities: Research-based applications and examples. Journal of Learning Disabilities, 36, 109-123.

Englert, C. S., Raphael, T. E., & Anderson, L. M. (1991). Making writing strategies and 

self-talk visible: Cognitive strategy instruction in regular and special education classrooms. American Educational Research Journal, 28, 337-372.

Englert, C. S., Raphael, T. E., & Anderson, L. M. (1992). Socially mediated instruction: 

Improving students’ knowledge and talk about writing. The Elementary School Journal, 92, 411-449.
Englert, C. S., Raphael, T. E., Anderson, L. M., Anthony, H. M., Fear, K. L., & Gregg, S. L. (1988). A case for writing intervention: Strategies for writing informational text. Learning Disabilities Focus, 3, 98-113.

	Tool/Attachments:  

The file entitled “Think Sheet” in the TOOLS folder on this disk provides an example of a Planning think sheet. 

The file entitled “Compare-Contrast” in the TOOLS folder on this disk provides an example of a Compare/Contrast pattern guide.

The file entitled “Explanation Text Structure” in the TOOLS folder on this disk provides an example of an explanation pattern guide.

The file entitled “Narrative or Story Structure” in the TOOLS folder on this disk provides an example of a story pattern guide.
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