	INTERVENTION STRATEGY:    
Patterns & Functions 


	Brief Description:  A set of cards with different shapes on them or a set of pattern blocks is used to teach students about patterns and how to complete them.  


	Materials Needed:     
1) Index cards and a marker OR 
2) A set of pattern blocks



	Implementation:  This strategy can be implemented individually or in small groups.  It can be facilitated by a teacher, paraprofessional or adult volunteer. 
1) Make a set of cards with different shapes, such as a circle, square, triangle, and rectangle (try making 5 of each), or use a set of pattern blocks.  

2) Place one shape after another in a line to make a repeating pattern.  

3) Ask the student to tell you the next shape in your pattern, then the next.  You can also have the student predict the tenth shape in the pattern and so on.  



	Schedule for implementation:  This intervention can be implemented anywhere from 2 days per week to daily for approximately 10 minutes per session.  


	Variations:  n/a 


	Research Summary & References: 
This strategy can be found at the University of South Dakota School Psychology Program Intervention website at http://www.usd.edu/cpe/math.htm.  
Holly, K.A., (1997)  Algebraic thinking focus issue: Math by the month.  Teaching Children Mathematics (312).


	Tool/Attachments:  n/a



