	INTERVENTION STRATEGY:    
Patterned Set Recognition with Dominoes


	Brief Description:  Many students learn to recognize the dot arrangements on standard dice due to the games they have played that use dice.  Similar instant recognition can be developed for other patterns, too.  A good set of materials to use in pattern recognition is dominoes.  The game can be played the standard way, as a speed activity, and with altered pattern rules.  


	Materials Needed:  A set of dominoes can be purchased and/or made using poster board and the peel-off dots that are available in office supply stores.  Some patterns are combinations of two smaller patterns or a pattern with one or two additional dots.  These should be made in two colors.     
· set of dominoes

· if making dominoes, 

· posterboard

· peel-off dots, dots cut from construction paper, or a two different-colored markers to draw the dots on the posterboard

 

	Implementation: Dominoes

1) Make a set of dominoes out of poster board and put a dot pattern on each end.  The dominoes can be about 2 inches by 4 inches.  The same patterns can appear on many dominoes with different pairs of patterns making up each domino.  

2) Let the students play dominoes in a standard way, matching up the ends.  

3) As a speed activity, spread out all of the dominoes and see how fast the students play all of the dominoes or play until no more can be played.  

Implementation: One-Less-Than Dominoes

1) Use either the dot-pattern dominoes or a standard set to play “one less than” dominoes.  Play the usual way, but instead of matching ends, a new domino can be added if it has an end that is one less than the end on the board.  

2) A similar game can be played for two less, one more, or two more.  
 

	Schedule for implementation:  These activities can be done in 5 minutes at any time of day or between lessons throughout the school year. 


	Variations:  n/a


	Research Summary & References: 
This strategy can be located in the following book.   

Van De Walle, J.A. (2004). Elementary and Middle School Mathematics: Teaching Developmentally. Boston, MA, Pearson Education, Inc. 


	Tool/Attachments:  n/a



