	INTERVENTION STRATEGY:    

Handwriting Without Tears



	Brief Description: Handwriting Without Tears is a developmentally-based program designed to make handwriting automatic and enjoyable for children of all ability levels.  It uses multi-sensory learning aids.  Pre-kindergarten and early elementary students begin with kinesthetic activities, including making letters with rolled dough and using wood pieces on the floor.  Fine motor skills are developed and children are taught to use a proper grasp with crayon activities.  When written print is introduced, it is first practiced on a small chalkboard with a smiley face in the top left corner to assist in learning correct letter orientation.  As students progress, written letters are taught in a logical order based on letter shape using a two-line method for proper letter formation.  Materials are available for both manuscript and cursive handwriting.

	Materials Needed:   Materials can be purchased from www.hwtears.com.  Classroom resources are numerous and include double line paper, sentence strips, and blackboards; flip crayons, slate chalkboards, writing journals, and writing workbooks.

	Implementation:  This strategy can be implemented individually or in small groups.  It can be facilitated by a teacher, paraprofessional or adult volunteer.  There are three basic steps to lessons:

1. Imitation: The teacher demonstrates the letter formation.  The child imitates the teacher.

2. Copying: Children are asked to copy a model of a practice word by looking at the word. 

3. Independent Writing: Children are asked to write a word without demonstration and without a model. They have to write from memory.

	Schedule for implementation:  This strategy is designed to be implemented daily for approximately 10 minutes.   



	Research Summary & References: 

This strategy is widely used, though little research has been published regarding its efficacy.  A review of much of the available research is available on the Handwriting Without Tears website at http://www.hwtears.com/whyitworks/research.  Studies have shown that using this program improves overall legibility (Kiss, 2007) and is effective for use with children with special needs (Owens, 2004).  Results also indicate that teachers enjoy using this program and feel that it is effective for their students.
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	Tool/Attachments:  Samples of the Handwriting Without Tears handwriting worksheets can be found at www.abcteach.com/directory/basics/handwriting/. Sample pages can also be downloaded from the shopping pages of www.hwtears.com.  
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