	INTERVENTION STRATEGY:    
Green, Yellow & Red Question Cards 

	Brief Description:  This strategy targets skills emphasizing the student’s ability to answer questions after reading text.  Asking students to answer a series of questions before, during and after reading increases their cognitive involvement, focuses attention on important concepts and facilitates active engagement with the text.  The child must be able to read the text in question.  If decoding is a concern, then perhaps a phonics or fluency intervention may be more appropriate. The steps for implementation are from I’ve DIBEL’d, Now What? (Hart, 2007) and are based on the University of Texas: Center for Reading and Language Arts (2002). 

	Materials Needed:   Green, yellow and red construction paper or card stock, with the question prompts written on them.  

	Implementation:  This strategy can be implemented individually, in small groups, or whole group.  It can be facilitated by a teacher, paraprofessional or adult volunteer.  This strategy can be done by parents at home as well. 
1.  The teacher prepares the green, yellow and red question cards prior to the task.  Separate questions can be generated for different types of text.  These are included in the tools section. 
2. The student reads and answers the green question cards prior to reading the text. 
3.  The yellow cards are used as prompt questions during the reading of text. 

4. The Red cards are asked and answered after the text has been read.  

The teacher should scaffold the task as needed and provide feedback to the students as they use the strategy.  The student should be able to read/decode the text with minimal help necessary.    

	Schedule for implementation:  This strategy should be used ideally each time the child has a reading passage to read.  It can be used at home with parents as a means to reinforce use of the strategy.    

	Variations:  The child can use a self monitoring strategy to see how many questions they are able to answer.  

	Research Summary & References: 
Hall, S.E. (2006). I’ve DIBEL’d, Now What? Designing Interventions with DIBELS Data. Boston, MA. Sopris West. 

	Tool/Attachments: 
The teacher may develop her own set of questions to be written on the green, yellow and 

red cards.  

From Hall (2006), the following narrative text question examples are provided: 
GREEN- Pre-Reading

1. What does the title tell me about the story?

2. What do the pictures tell me?

3. What do I already know about …?  (the topic) 

YELLOW- During Reading

1. Who is this about?

2. What’s going on? (state the problem)

3. When is this happening? 

4. Where is this happening?

5. Why did … happen? (describe why something happened)

6. How was the problem solved?

7. What will happen next? (predict)

RED- After Reading

1. Tell about the characters. 

2. Tell about the setting.

3. What was the problem?

4. How was the problem solved? 

Additional content area text questions might be: 
GREEN- Pre-Reading

1. What does the title tell me about this text?

2. What do the pictures tell me? 

3. Have I seen any of these things before?  Where?

4. What do I already know about …?  (the topic) 

YELLOW- During Reading

1. What is important in this section?

2. How is this like what we read about yesterday? 

3. How is this different from what we read about yesterday? 

4. What does this have to do with…? (connect it to the big picture)
5. Why is it important to read this? 
6. If the teacher was writing a test question on this what would it be?

RED- After Reading

5. Summarize the main topics. 

6. What are some facts I learned?
7. Why is this important to understand?

8. What is something new I learned that I didn’t know? 













