	INTERVENTION STRATEGY:    
Giraffe


	Brief Description:  Giraffe is a keyword strategy (which is a type of mnemonic) for teaching writing that can help students to remember the construction of a paragraph.  The student draws or visualizes a giraffe standing tall.  The student is taught that at the top is a topic sentence, in the middle is the body of the paragraph, and at the bottom is the end of the paragraph.  

	Materials Needed:   If students are going to draw a giraffe (rather than just visualizing one), each of them will need a piece of paper and something to draw and write with.  

	Implementation:  This strategy can be implemented individually or in any size group.  It can be facilitated by a teacher, paraprofessional or adult volunteer.  
1. Give each student a piece of paper and something to draw and write with.  On a white board, draw a simple picture of a giraffe standing tall (you may prefer to draw one on a large piece of butcher paper prior to instruction and hang it up for all to see).  
2. Tell each student to draw their own tall giraffe on one side of their paper.  

3. Point out and talk about how the giraffe can be divided into three sections: top, middle, and bottom.  Students may even wish to draw lines on their giraffes to separate these three sections.  

4. Ask students how the three sections of the giraffe compare to the three parts of a paragraph.  As students offer information, you can write in the space on either side of the giraffe.  Write something to this effect: “At the top, you have the topic sentence, which tells the readers what your paragraph will be about.  In the middle is the body of your paragraph.  This is where you write the sentences telling the readers what you want them to know about your topic.  At the bottom is the end of your paragraph.  This is where you write a sentence finishing your paragraph by summarizing what you told your readers.”
5. Instruct students to label their giraffes and write a brief description of each, such as ‘top/topic- what it’s about’, ‘middle/body-what you want reader to know’, and ‘bottom/end-summarize’.  

	Schedule for implementation:  It is important to go through the giraffe steps with your students every time they write a paragraph, until they can use the mnemonic independently.  Repeated use is what makes this mnemonic most effective.  Formative evaluation is another key to the effective use of mnemonics.  Until students become proficient in writing paragraphs, evaluate their use of the mnemonic, and the result, to determine where instructional changes may be needed.  

	Variations: If students have access to a computer, you may wish to have them search clip art in order to find a picture of a giraffe they like.  

	Research Summary & References: 
Mnemonic instruction is a set of strategies that is referenced in many books and articles.  The Giraffe exercise can be found on the website for The Access Center: Improving Outcomes for All Students K-8 at http://www.k8accesscenter.org/training_resources/mnemonics_writing.asp.   

The following books and references may be consulted to learn more about mnemonic instruction.  
Ehren, Barbara J. (2005) Mnemonic Devices. University of Kansas Center for Research on Learning. http://itc.gsu.edu/academymodules/a304/support/xpages/a304b0_20600.html 

Ellis, Edwin (1993). Integrating Strategy Instruction: A Potential Model for Teaching Content Area Subjects to Adolescents with Learning Disabilities. Journal of Learning Disabilities 26, 6, 358-383. 

Scruggs, T.E. & Mastropieri, M.A. Teaching Tutorial: Mnemonic Instruction www.teachingld.org 

Alert 5: Mnemonic Instruction. www.teachingld.org
www.allfree-clipart.com

	Tools/Attachments:  none
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