	INTERVENTION STRATEGY:    
DARE


	Brief Description:  DARE is a mnemonic strategy that cues students through an editing process to help generate an opinion essay focusing on generating, organizing and evaluating content.  This mnemonic strategy should be posted in the room and taught to the students through a teach, demonstrate and practice model.  This strategy was initially developed by Harris & Graham (1999). The steps for implementation are a Self-Regulated Strategy Development Model (SRSD) also developed by Graham & Harris.  

	Materials Needed:   Poster outlining the DARE strategy.  “Think aloud” for teaching/ modeling the strategy.  

	Implementation:  This strategy can be implemented individually, in small groups, or whole group.  It can be facilitated by a teacher, paraprofessional or adult volunteer.
1.  Make a poster outlining the strategy:
DARE Steps
1. Think.  Who will read this and why am I writing it?
2. Plan what to say.  

a. D- Determine your premise
b. A- Assemble reasons to support your premise

c. R- Reject arguments for the other side

d. E- End with a conclusion

3. Write and say more. 

2.   Activate the student’s prior knowledge by reviewing the tasks involved in the strategy above.  If the child does not have mastery of one of the components of the process above, additional instruction in this area may be required. 

3.   Discuss the strategy and why it is important for the student to edit their work for quality and content. Get buy in for the strategy.  Talk about how it has helped other students in the past, etc.  Be sure the students see its value and make a commitment to using it.  Review the steps for the strategy with the students and the prompts that correspond to each step and the letters of the mnemonic. 

4.    Model the strategy using a think aloud.   

5. The children then memorize the strategy.  You can facilitate this in many different ways.  Ample practice and opportunities should be provided until the children can recite the steps. 

6. Provide support for the strategy during implementation, through direct feedback during practice, verbal cuing, prompt cards, etc. Encourage use of positive self-statements. 
7. Eventually fade the teacher prompts until the children demonstrate the use of the strategy independently.   Encourage other teachers to use the same strategy and post it in their classrooms as well.  
8. Monitor student’s progress in writing using writing samples and probes.  



	Schedule for implementation:  The procedure should be taught until students have mastered the steps and use the strategy independently.  Reinforcement of the strategy should occur daily. 

	Variations:  A personal index card with the steps on it may be helpful as children learn the strategy. 

	Research Summary & References: 
Harris, K.R. & Graham, S. (1992) Assessment and intervention in overcoming writing difficulties: An illustration from the Self-Regulated Strategy Development Model. Language, Speech and Hearing Services in Schools, 30, 255-264.
Reid, R. & Ortiz Lienemann, T. (1996). Strategy Instruction for Students with Learning Disabilities, New York, NY: Guilford Press. 



	Tool/Attachments: 
The file “Think Aloud” in the tools folder on this CD contains more information about using think alouds to teach children metacognitive processes. 
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