	INTERVENTION STRATEGY:    
Cover, Copy, Compare (CCC)


	Brief Description:  Adapted from the work of Skinner, McLoughlin & Logan (1997), this intervention strategy has been proved effective for use in many domains; however for our purposes, we will talk about doing CCC for spelling, capitalization and punctuation.  The students are given a prompt, they study it, cover it, write it from memory (copy), then compare their product to the original stimulus.  This is a very effective strategy for studying spelling words. 

	Materials Needed:   Pencil and paper.  Stimulus list. 

	Implementation:  This strategy can be implemented individually, in small groups, or whole group.  It can be facilitated by an adult or once the procedure is mastered by the student, it can be used as a self-management strategy.  
1. The teacher provides the academic stimulus, i.e. the spelling word, a short sentence, a mixture of nouns and proper nouns if working on capitalization, etc.  The student examines the stimulus.  It has been found helpful to have the child try and visualize the word in his or her head. 
2. The student then covers the stimulus (COVER) and makes a response, i.e., writes the word or sentence from memory (COPY). 
3. Then the student COMPARES his or her product to the stimulus.  The student checks for correct spelling, or in the case of sentences checks for spelling, capitalization and punctuation.  The child is not permitted to erase their first response.  If correct, the student moves on to the next stimulus.  If not the student repeats the CCC strategy until they have the correct response before moving to the next stimulus.  
4. The teacher or student can count the number of trials it takes the student to get the correct response. 

	Schedule for implementation:  This varies depending on the prompts being used and the literature does not provide specific guidelines other than suggesting more frequent shorter periods of practice.  Our suggested intervention schedule is approximately 4-5 minutes daily for spelling and 5-8 minutes daily for longer written prompts.  
If a specific time limit is set and the procedure is standardized, the actual CCC product may be evaluated using CBM for progress monitoring. 

	Variations:  Setting a time limit and using conspicuous timing for the CCC strategy by completing several brief learning trials has proven to increase interest and effort.  Incorporating goal setting (having students beat their previous score) into the activity and providing feedback may also increase the number of learning trails a student completes in a given period of time. More frequent progress monitoring has been found to increase accuracy.  The response format may be modified to keep the students from getting bored with the activity (verbally aloud, verbally subvocal, in writing, by pointing, etc.)  If done whole group, group contingencies can be used to increase motivation and on task behavior.     

	Research Summary & References: 
The following references may be consulted to learn the essentials of this strategy: 
Skinner, C.H., McLaughlin, T.F., & Logan, P. (1997). Cover, Copy, and Compare: A self-managed academic intervention effective across skills, students, and settings. Journal of Behavioral Education, 7, 295-306. 

	Important Note:  

The teacher must instruct the students on how to complete the CCC strategy and ensure that they have mastered the strategy before asking the children to do this independently.  The teach-demonstrate-practice model is recommended using a think-aloud demonstration protocol.  See the file “Think Aloud” in the tools folder on this CD for information on how to do a think aloud with your students.  Also, students may try to cheat by looking at the stimulus during the copy phase.  Supervision and monitoring is needed to minimize this. 











