	INTERVENTION STRATEGY:    
Cornell Note Making


	Brief Description:   Determining important ideas and information in text is central to making sense of reading and moving toward insight.  The Cornell Note Making strategy uses a graphic organizer to help students to recognize what is important and worthy of remembering and to question themselves as they read in order to help them make that determination.  

	Materials Needed:   informational text, Cornell Note-Making Graphic Organizer, overhead projector, transparency of a paragraph of the reading selection



	Implementation:  
1. Teacher distributes blank Cornell Note-Making Graphic Organizers to each student and explains that it is divided into three parts― questions, details, and main idea. 
2. Teacher places a short section of the selected text on the overhead projector and tells students to skim the text to determine the topics and sub-topics. 
3. The teacher explains how titles and sub-heading frequently provide clues regarding the main idea of the passage.  Students are shown how to change topics and subtopics into questions.  A transparency of the organizer is displayed as the teacher writes questions in the questions column. Teacher explains that these questions help provide a focus for reading.
4.  Teacher will then read the paragraph aloud, underlining/highlighting information that responds to the questions.  
5. When finished, responses to questions are written in the details section of the organizer based on what was underlined or highlighted. 
6. If there are any unanswered questions, the passage is reread. If details aren’t found, a question mark (?) is placed next to that question.
7. Guided Practice: Teacher instructs students to read the remainder of the assigned text and work in pairs to practice note-making.  They are reminded to stop periodically to collect details and main ideas that answer the corresponding questions. Students can make their notes on a transparency or on chart paper so that they can post and share with the entire class.  
8. After students have completed the note-making activity, volunteers are asked to model the information by discussing the questions formulated, the important details included, and the main ideas that represent the central thoughts.  Note the information that is repeated among groups.  This helps confirm that they have focused on important information and correctly identified main idea.  
9. After students have completed their note-making chart, they are asked to write a summary of the information.  (Remind them that a summary is essentially a series of main ideas.)  The summary will be assessed based on a rubric with an emphasis on essential ideas and important information.



	Schedule for Implementation:  Instruction in the strategy should be completed daily until students demonstrate mastery of its use.  Afterwards, the strategy should be used whenever appropriate for daily text reading. 

	Variations:  n/a

	Research Summary & References: The following references may be consulted to learn the essentials and variations of this strategy: 
Harvey and Goudvis (2000) Strategies That Work, Stenhouse Publishers.

Arkansas Department of Education (2004) Smart Step/Next Step Strategies for the Content Areas.


	Tools/Attachments: See document titled “Cornell Note- Making Graphic Organizer” in the TOOLS folder on this site. 


















