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Carroll County Language Achievement Rubric


Name: _____________________________________ DOB: _____________ Age:________ Date:___________ Totals:_______/25  (PRE-SCHOOL RUBRIC)
	LEVEL
	COMPREHENSION
	ORAL EXPRESSION: Content & Meaning
	ORAL EXPRESSION: Syntax & Morphology
	VOCABULARY
	PRAGMATICS

	LEVEL 1:
Significant Deficits
	Rarely responds to simple questions or commands. Often does not understand single words in context.
	Primarily communicates with gestures, single words. Meaning is often unclear.
	Limited use of grammar and word structure makes meaning unclear.
	Limited vocabulary makes comprehension and expression difficult.
	Difficulty with basic social language skills such as greetings and polite forms. Inappropriate body language, spatial boundaries and eye contact.

	LEVEL 2:
Emerging Language
	Responds to simple questions and commands. Understands single words and phrases.
	Verbal expression is characterized by simple word combinations/phrases. Names common pictures. Relics on listener to interpret intent. 
	Errors of grammar and word structure often negatively impact meaning. Sentence patterns are developing but are immature. 
	Developing basic vocabulary concepts such as colors and shapes as well as labels to express wants and needs.
	Uses polite forms and non-verbal communication with prompts and reminders. Beginning to learn to take turns.

	LEVEL 3:
Remediation Stage
	Usually understands simple sentences in conversation.
	Can give basic personal information. Requires assistance to retell simple stories and relate events. 
	Inconsistent use of correct structures, but meaning is usually understood. Uses 3 to 4 word sentences.
	Increases vocabulary of nouns, verbs and adjectives to expand understanding and ability to express ideas, needs and wants. 
	Acquiring appropriate verbal/non-verbal strategies; verbalizing feelings prior to physical expression, asking for assistance, taking turns, etc.

	LEVEL 4
Generalization Stage, Acquiring Proficiency
	Usually answers questions appropriately. Understands basic concepts such as colors, shapes, spatial, etc. Occasionally needs prompts. 
	Gives simple narrative of 2 or more events with prompts. Uses words to relate observations, concepts, ideas, and relationships.
	Sentence grammar improves although some errors still persist. Developing more complex sentences. 
	Beginning to develop vocabulary skills such as categorization and opposites, etc.
	Social language skills are usually appropriate.  Expresses feelings, apologizes and begins to play group games. Occasionally needs prompts.

	LEVEL 5:
Proficient Language Skills
	Listens, understands and answers questions about short stories. Follows 3-4 step simple directions. Increases comprehension of language concepts. 
	Asks questions about things they don’t understand. Gives simple narrative of 3 or more events with prompts or pictures.
	Uses grammar correctly in sentences of 4 to 8 words.
	Uses some abstract words. Learns new words daily from exposure, discussions and read a-loud, etc.
	Maintains topic and engages in conversations of 3 to 4 exchanges. Uses rules for polite interactions. Asks for help and assistance.


Name: _____________________________________ DOB: _____________ Age:________ Date:___________ Totals:_______/25
           (SCHOOL AGE RUBRIC)
	LEVEL
	COMPREHENSION
	ORAL EXPRESSION: Content & Meaning
	ORAL EXPRESSION: Syntax & Morphology
	VOCABULARY
	PRAGMATICS

	LEVEL 1:

Significant Deficits
	Rarely responds to simple question or commands. Often does not understand single words in context.
	Primarily communicates with gestures, single words and short phrases. Meaning is often unclear.
	Limited use of grammar and word structure makes meaning unclear. 
	Limited vocabulary makes comprehension and expression difficult. 
	Difficulty with basic social language skills such as greetings and polite forms. Inappropriate body language, spatial boundaries and eye contact.

	LEVEL 2:

Emerging Language
	Responds to simple questions and commands. Understands single words and phrases.
	Verbal expression is characterized by simple sentences and poor organization. Relies on listener to interpret intent.
	Errors of grammar and word stricter often negatively impact meaning. Sentence patterns are developing but are immature.
	Developing basic vocabulary concepts, including academic content areas.
	Difficulty organizing the topic of conversation and making topic relevant responses. Uses social language and non-verbal communication with prompts/reminders.

	LEVEL 3:

Remediation Stage
	Usually understands simple sentences in conversation. Often needs prompts to answer questions about class discussions or to follow classroom directions. 
	Uses more complex sentences. Provides more information about topic. Verbal expression is disorganized. Requires assistance to retell simple stories and relates events. 
	Inconsistent use of correct structures, but meaning is usually understood.
	Beginning to develop vocabulary skills such as categorization, antonyms, synonyms, multiple meanings, etc.
	Acquiring appropriate verbal/non-verbal strategies for conversation and school related activities. May share ideas, opinions and remarks in an inappropriate manner.

	LEVEL 4

Generalization Stage, Acquiring Proficiency
	Needs support to understand classroom discussion. Is learning to ask for clarification or repetition when needed. Usually answers questions appropriately.
	Content is relevant to topic and is presented in a more organized manner. May need assistance with sequencing and expression relationships between ideas. Retells stories, relates event and paraphrases content. 
	Generally uses correct structures with some errors that occasionally interfere with communication. Developing more complex sentences.
	Adequate basic vocabulary that lacks complexity. Has some difficulty acquiring academic vocabulary.
	The student knows appropriate verbal/nonverbal interactions to use with peers/adults. Social language skills are usually appropriate. May need reminders.

	LEVEL 5:

Proficient Language Skills
	Understands and participates in conversations and classroom discussions without difficulty.
	Content is organized and appropriate to the listener and topic. Sequence and relationships among ideas are clear. Summarizes appropriately.
	Selects structures and features of the language appropriate to the purpose, audience, and context. Consistently uses complex sentences.
	Uses word meaning and relationships to understand complex vocabulary.
	The student knows and uses appropriate and non-verbal interactions and participates appropriately in conversations with peers and adults.


Scoring Criteria: 20-25 points: no major concerns, 15-19 points: closely monitor progress, <15 points: begin interventions. 

Complete Language Rubric every 2 weeks after beginning interventions. Goal is for student to obtain at least 20-25 points on Language Rubric.
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