How to Determine A Student’s Reading Rate
Adapted from The Fluent Reader by Timothy V. Rasinski
There are two simple ways to figure out a student’s reading rate, using a watch with a second hand.  

Limit your measures of rate to the number of words the student reads correctly.  Words that he self-corrects after an initial error are counted as correct.  

A. One Minute Reading Probe: 
a. Select a target passage that is at the student’s grade level. 

b. Make a copy of this passage for yourself.
c. Have the student read the passage aloud to you for one minute. 

d. If the student makes an error and does not self-correct it, draw a line through the word.  

e. If the student comes to a word that he is unable to decode or does not try to decode, give him the word after a count of 3 and draw a line through that word. (For formal names or unusual words, give credit if the student decodes them in a way that seems acceptable for his level of reading.)
f. At the end of 60 seconds, tell the student to stop reading OR mark the 60-second point if you want the student to read the entire passage.  
g. Count the number of words read correctly to determine the student’s words-per-minute reading rate. 

B. Entire Text Method: This method takes longer than the previous one, but it allows for a more authentic reading experience because students read a piece of at least several paragraphs, from start to finish, as we do in the real world. 

a. Figure out the number of seconds it takes the student to read the entire passage.  
b. Count the number of words read correctly or self-corrected after an initial error. 

c. Use these numbers in the formula below: 

# words read correctly     x     60     =     reading rate in words correct 

# of seconds to read


 per minute
SAMPLE: There are 300 words in the passage. The student read the passage in 152 seconds and made 5 errors, meaning that he read 295 words correctly


295     x     60     =     116 words correct per minute (wcpm)     




152

d. If needed, round the number to the nearest whole number.  This is your words correct per minute, or wcpm.
